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Knight, Western States; Joseph W. McMurrin, California; Brigham 
S. Young, Northwestern States; Key L. Pratt, Mexico; Joseph Quin- 
ney, Jr., Canada; Angus T. Wright, New Zealand; and Benjamin 
Goddard, Bureau of Information, Temple Block, Salt Lake City. 

The Tabernacle was filled, all the seats being occupied in the gal¬ 
lery, on the choir stands, and in the body of the house. People from 
all parts of the Church were present. 

The choir and congregation sang, “O say what is truth ?” 

The opening prayer was offered by Elder Thomas L. Allen, pres¬ 
ident of the Summit stake of Zion. 

The choir and congregation sang, “Guide us, O thou great Je¬ 
hovah.” 


PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT 

It is indeed a source of pleasure to see such a magnificent audience 
here this morning at the opening of our General Conference. 

DEDICATION OF THE SALT LAKE TEMPLE THIRTY YEARS AGO 

I am reminded of the fact that thirty years ago today we were 
dedicating the Salt Lake Temple. I am reminded of the fact that of 
the twenty-six General Authorities of the Church who were then alive, 
Presidents Seymour B. Young, Brigham H. Roberts, J. Golden Kim¬ 
ball, Rulon S. Wells and I are the only ones now living, and that 
four chosen during the past thirty years, have also passed away from 
this life. 


TEMPLE CORNERSTONE LAID SEVENTY YEARS AGO 
My attention has also been called to the fact that seventy years 
ago today the corner-stones of the Salt Lake Temple were laid by the 
General Authorities, and that a contingent of the Nauvoo Legion was 
in attendance, under the direction of my father, as major-general, and 
marshal of the day. 

GREAT PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH 

I am grateful for the preservation of my life until the present 
moment, and I desire to live as long as I can be of any benefit to the 
Latter-day Saints. I am grateful for the very wonderful work that 
has been accomplished in the Salt Lake Temple, since its dedication. 
I am grateful for the prosperity, for the advancement spiritually, 
temporally, and in every other way, of the Church of Jesus Christ dur¬ 
ing this period. I am thankful for the great increase in the attendance 
at our General Conferences, in comparison with that of thirty years 
ago. It was very seldom that we had, then, more than two-thirds as many 
in the audience as we see here today, with the exception of Sundays, 
when, of course, we always had more people than this building could 
accommodate. 
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GENERAL STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

It has been customary at the April Conference to give some sta¬ 
tistics regarding the expenditure of the tithes of the people, our mis¬ 
sion work, and other items; and, as a rule, during the time that I have 
presided over the Church, I have read those statistics at the close of 
my remarks; but, today I have decided to read them first and trust 
to the inspiration of the Lord that the latter part of my remarks may 
perhaps be more interesting and more inspiring than statistics. 

Following are the expenditures from the tithes of the Church for 
the year 1922: 

STAKE AND WARD PURPOSES : 

There has been returned from the tithes to the stakes and wards 

for their maintenance and operation.$ 928,859.00 

EDUCATION : 

Expended for the maintenance and operation of Church schools. 771,490.00 

TEMPLES-. 

Expended for the construction, maintenance and operation of 
temples . 168,371.00 

CHARITIES: 

For the care of the worthy poor and other charitable purposes, 
including hospital treatment . 273,657.00 

MISSIONS -. 

For the maintenance and operation of all the missions, and for 
the erection of places of worship and other buildings in the 
missions . 615,461.00 

TOTAL : .$2,757,83^00 

which has been taken from the tithes and returned by the 
Trustee-in-Trust to the Saints for the maintenance and operation 
of the stakes and wards, for the maintenance and operation of 
Church schools and temples, for charities and for mission 
activities. 


OTHER CHARITIES: 

In addition to charities paid out of the tithes, (as above stated) 
there have also been disbursed the fast offerings and Relief So¬ 
ciety charities, amounting to $323,638.00, which, added to the 
$273,657.00 paid from the tithes, makes a total of Church charities$ 597,295.00 

MISSIONS. 

In addition to the large sum paid out of Church funds' for 
mission purposes, amounting to $615,460.00, we estimate that 
there has been sent to missionaries by their families and friends, 
the sum of $887,500.00. Estimating the value of the services of 
1,775 missionaries at $1,000.00 per year each, viz $1,775,000, 
makes a total expenditure for the missionary work of the Church 
for the year 1922.$3,277,960.00 
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STATISTICAL REPORT COMPILED FROM THE RECORDS OF 
THE YEAR 1922 

Church Growth : 

Children blessed and entered on the records of the Church in the 

stakes and missions . 

Children baptized in the stakes and missions. 

Converts baptized and entered on the records of the stakes and 

missions . 

There were at the close of the year 87 stakes of Zion, 883 wards, 

61 independent branches connected with the stakes, 24 missions 
and 733 branches in the missions. Since the first of the year the 
Los Angeles stake has been organized, making 88 stakes today. 

Social Statistics 
Birth rate—36 per thousand. 

Marriage rate—14 per thousand. 

Death rate—8.3 per thousand. 

There are 155,606 persons in the Church who are married; of 
this number, there were 243 persons divorced in the year 1922. 

Families owning their own homes—75 per cent. 

Missionary Activities 
Missionaries laboring in the stakes of Zion 
Number on foreign missions. 


Total number performing special missionary labors at home and 

abroad . 4,327 

Books of Mormon and other Church books distributed in stakes 

and missions . 286,702 

Gospel tracts distributed in stakes and missions. 6,601,132 

Gospel meetings held in stakes and missions. 153,437 

Temple Work 

There were 43,207 persons recommended to the temples during 
the year 1922. 

Ordinances for the living and dead performed in the temples in 

the year 1922 . 768,546 

Educational Statistics 

Attending colleges and universities. 3,845 

Enrolled in high schools. 27,230 

Enrolled in district schools. 100,513 

Total attending schools . 131,588 

Nearly every child of school age is attending school, except 480 


physically unable to attend, and 2,497 who, in consequence of 
distance from school, and other conditions, are not attending. 
There are only 535 adult persons in the stakes who cannot 
read the English language. 

Occupations 

There are 113,000 Latter-day Saints employed in all kinds and 
varieties of occupations. Of this number 86,780 are employed in 
productive occupations. “Productive occupations” means those 
that the Government classes as productive. 


19,703 

14,440 

6,376 
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CLEAN UP TOWNS AND VILLAGES 

It is expected there will be a great increase in the tourist travel 
through the state from this time on, particularly through the southern 
part of the state, where the government and the railroads are spending 
large sums of money to induce tourists to visit Zion National Park, 
Bryce Canyon, Cedar Breaks, and the Grand Canyon of the Colorado. 
In view of this, our people should take pride in cleaning up and grad¬ 
ing their streets, fixing their fences, planting trees, and in every way 
making their towns and villages more attractive. 

TEMPLES AND MEETING HOUSES 

The Alberta Temple is practically completed. Its furnishing and 
equipment is in process. It will be ready for dedication by August 1, 
1923. 

The building of the Arizona Temple is under way. It is expected 
that it will be completed within two years. 

Extensive alterations and improvements will be carried out this 
year in the Salt Lake Temple, to provide facilities for the large num¬ 
ber who visit the temple. Comparative report of total ordinances per¬ 
formed in the Salt Lake Temple: 1918, 158,887; 1919, 189,593; 1920, 
212,514; 1921, 300,474; 1922, 413,478, an increase of nearly three hun¬ 
dred per cent since 1918,—a most remarkable and wonderful record. 
And our other temples, with the exception of St. George, where the 
population has decreased, have also had remarkable and splendid in¬ 
creases. 

A splendid new meetinghouse has been erected in Honolulu and 
will be dedicated in the very near future. 

A mission home is in process of erection in Atlanta, Georgia, for 
the accommodation of the president and office staff of the Southern 
States mission, the only mission of the United States that has not 
been furnished with suitable quarters for its president. Quite a number 
of chapels, some large and beautiful, are being erected in most of the 
missions of the United States. 

THE PRIMARY CONVALESCENT HOME 

The Primary Home is taking care of from twenty-five to thirty 
children, who need expert surgical and nursing treatment. The Church 
has expended considerable means in preparing and equipping this home 
for these little children. Since then it has been very largely supported 
by the gifts of the Primary children and other benevolent persons. The 
Rotary Club of Salt Lake City has just donated $1,000 to this chil- 
dern’s home. 

TRAINING OF THE AARONIC PRIESTHOOD 

A commendable work is being done in all the wards and stakes 
in the development and training of the Aaronic Priesthood and this 
good work should be continued. 
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TITHES RETURNED TO THE STAKES 
I should like to call attention to the fact that the amount of 
tithes returned to the stakes, and the total amount of charity, including 
that of the relief society and the Fast day donations, amounts to over 
$3,300,000. Considering the limited membership of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, to my mind this is a marvelous 
and wonderful showing of the liberality of the people, and of their 
willingness to contribute for the support and erection of meetinghouses, 
the support and erection of schoolhuses, and for educational, charitable 
and church purposes generally. 

REMARKABLE INCREASE IN TEMPLE WORK 
I am particularly pleased with the very remarkable increase in 
the labor being performed in our temples. There is no work in which 
the Latter-day Saints are engaged which brings greater peace and joy 
to the human heart than laboring in the temples for the salvation of our 
dead. This vicarious labor is one of the greatest that Latter-day 
Saints can be engaged in. It is one that brings greater satisfaction and 
joy than almost any other in the world, and it is one in which the 
Latter-day Saints have always taken great pride and great interest. I 
believe there is no money expended by the Church or by the individual 
members that has brought more comfort and happiness to the people 
than that expended for the erection of temples and for the labor per¬ 
formed therein. 

I am pleased to hear that the temple erected in the Hawaiian Islands 
is doing a great deal by way of advertising the Latter-day Saints and 
causing a great many influential people,—tourists visiting those won¬ 
derful islands,—to take an interest in the literature of the Latter-day 
Saints. I hear nothing but good reports from that temple; and I also 
hear very wonderful and splendid reports concernnig the spirit of 
good-will that comes through such visits to the temple that is not yet 
dedicated in Canada. I believe Brother Wood, the president of the 
Alberta stake, might be willing to put off the dedication another year, 
on account of the great good that he thinks would be accomplished 
by admitting strangers into our temple before it is dedicated. But, 
we have erected that temple, of course, for temple ordinances, and when 
it is ready for dedication, we will dedicate it that it may be utilized for 
the purposes expected of us by the Lord. 

THE- BEET INDUSTRY AND THE CHURCH 
A year ago, in this stand, at the opening of the Conference, I de¬ 
voted neraly the entire time in my address, to the beet industry. I 
urged upon our people, during that conference, the planting of sugar 
beets, and announced that I believed it would be greatly to their ad¬ 
vantage if they would do so. This was my opinion then. I am 
pleased to say that during the past year the industry has been very 
successful, and that today it is in a very much better financial condi- 
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tion than it was a year ago. Two years ago this coming October the 
Church went in debt for the first time in many years; the 
Trustee-in-Trust borrowed in New York and Chicago in the neigh¬ 
borhood of two millions of dollars, to help the sugar industry. It went 
against the grain, to run the Church in debt, but it was the unanimous 
opinion of the Presidency and Apostles that it was a wise thing to 
foster this industry, by borrowing the money necessary to protect and 
safeguard it. I am very pleased to announce to the Latter-day Saints 
that all of those obligations of the Trustee-in-Trust, incurred for 
the support of the sugar industry, have been paid, and once more the 
Church has no direct floating indebtedness, barring one little note of 
$10,000, that we did not get a chance to take up. 

PEOPLE ADVISED TO STAY ON THE FARM 

I believe it will be to the interests of the farmers to raise sugar 
beets during the coming year. I believe that the sugar industry, 
in our community, is one of the greatest beneficial industries that has 
ever been established. I feel that President Wilford Woodruff was 
inspired of the Lord to call upon the people to invest their means in that 
great enterprise; although some of the brightest of our business 
men had no faith in the final outcome. President Woodruff felt 
that the inspiration of the Lord pointed to the establishment of that 
industry, so as to have an increase of the products of the soil. It has 
always fallen to the lot of the Latter-day Saints to be engaged in tilling 
the soil. From the days of President Brigham Young until the 
present time, the leaders of this people have always advised the Lat¬ 
ter-day Saints, as far as possible, to be engaged in tilling the soil, 
and in manufacturing, and in other productive enterprises. Brigham 
Young preached that the Saints perhaps could go to California and 
get sudden wealth and come back with gold, but said it would do them 
very little good, while if they stayed on their farms and engaged in 
cultivating the soil, making homes and in rearing ther famlies, they 
would gain eternal riches. I believe firmly that the very best place in 
all the world to rear Latter-day Saints is on the farm, and that about 
the poorest place to rear Latter-day Saints is in the biggest city in 
which you can locate them. There seems to be strength, physical, moral 
and religious, which comes to those engaged in cultivating the soil 
which, on an average, is far superior to that of any other occupation I 
know anything about. 

At the present time there is quite a feeling that it is not worth 
while to stay on the farm, that the thing to do is to sell the farm, or 
if it is mortgaged for a large amount, to say: “Well, we will let 
the man who owns the mortgage cultivate it. It does not pay us to 
cultivate it.” This is wrong. I believe that with the blessings of 
the Lord and with economy and the raising of products from the 
ground, and utilizing those products to feed cattle, sheep and hogs, 
and to increase your income by producing butter, egges, cheese and in 
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other ways, that the farms can be made profitably productive. I re¬ 
member that when I was in the far-off land of Japan, I ate butter from 
Scandinavia, and I know that while I was in England the great 
majority of the time I ate butter from Scandinavia. If butter can be 
shipped all the way from Scandinavia to Japan, I believe that butter 
can be raised and shipped at a profit out of this inter-mountain coun¬ 
try. There are no finer farms to be found anywhere than can be 
found in this inter-mountain country. It is the best dairy country. 
There is no stronger, more substantial and splendid soil that will pro¬ 
duce year after year if it is only treated right, than that of this inter¬ 
mountain country. 


THRIFT, ECONOMY AND HARD TIMES 

We talk about hard times. I wish to say that I have read more 
than once the wise sayings of Benjamin Franklin, on thrift and econ¬ 
omy, and his reference to the people’s complaint against the tax burdens 
laid upon them. He says that the luxuries in which the people indulge 
and the wasteful expenditure of their money is a far greater burden, 
many times over, than the taxes and the public burdens the people have 
to meet. Today, the great majority of all the money put into auto¬ 
mobiles is for pleasure. In the state of Utah we have about 50,000 
automobiles. I think we have a few more than that. I do not be¬ 
lieve the depreciation, wear and tear, the oil, gasoline, and the tires, 
will cost less than $50.00 a month per car on an average; 50,000 cars 
at fifty dollars each a month is $2,500,000; multiplied by twelve, is 
$30,000,000 a year, principally an unnecessary expense. I believe that 
this figure could be cut squarely in two, if the people made up their 
minds to do it. I believe that nearly all of the hardships of a majority 
of the people would disappear if they were willing to forego the habit 
of wearing silk stockings, so to speak, and get back to the ordinary 
manner of dressing in a rather quiet, unassuming way; stay away 
from about nine-tenths of the picture shows that they attend; return 
to the ways of thrift and economy that I have heard preached from 
this stand from the days of President Brigham Young until today. 

I believe that the burdens that are upon the Latter-day Saints would 
be very light indeed had the people listened to the advice of our late 
beloved President Joseph F. Smith, to get out of debt, when everything 
was booming, when they could sell all of their sheep and their cat¬ 
tle and nearly everything they had for about two or three times its 
cost instead of running, as they did, further in debt, increasing their 
mortgages on homes and live-stock, believing that every dollar they 
could borrow meant increased wealth to them. President Joseph F. 
Smith’s warning sank into my heart. If I have had one opportunity, 
being in debt, to go in deeper, I have had scores offered to me, but 
I remembered the teaching of President Smith and I went to work 
that day to get out of debt and not to speculate one single solitary 
dollar until I did get out of debt; and, with the exception of some 
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small loans on my life insurance policies,—I have saved by investing 
in a building society every month enough to pay these loans—I do 
not today personally owe a dollar. If I had not listened to and taken 
the inspired advice of Pres. Smith, I think I should be everlastingly 
“busted,” because of the very many good things that have been of¬ 
fered to me since for financial investments. Pres. Smith’s inspired words 
found echo in my heart, and I went on from then until his death, 
singing, “We thank Thee, O God, for a prophet to guide us,” instead 
of adding, “providing he does not guide us to keep out of debt,” as a 
good many people should be singing today. 

AN APPEAL TO SUPPORT HOME INDUSTRY 

Brethren and sisters, support our home manufactured goods of 
all kinds and all descriptions. At a recent conference, I pleaded with 
the people to do this, and told story after story about home-made 
goods, and announced that I was going to have a Provo suit of clothes. 
I got that suit and have been wearing it every since, but it is a little old 
now, and so I thought I would put on my black suit again this morning. 
Let us support our home industries. Let us stay on the farm. Let us 
remember that our fathers sacrificed and came here for the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I want again to assure you that the best place in the world to 
rear' Latter-day Saints is on the soil. I know of people who have 
sold their farms, gone to California or some other place to work, and 
spent all their farms brought them. Now they are wishing they had 
enough to get back to Utah. 

“O say what is Truth? ’Tis the fairest gem 
That the riches of worlds can produce; 

And priceless the value of truth will be, when 
The proud monarch’s costilest diadem 
Is counted but dross and refuse.” 

We have the Truth to give to the world. We have the plan of 
life and salvation. We have the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
if we will live our religion, the Lord God Almighty will bless us. 
“Yes, say, what is truth? ’Tis the brightest prize 
To which mortals or Gods can aspire; 

Go search in the depths where it glittering lies, 

Or ascend in pursuit to the loftiest skies; 

’Tis an aim for the noblest desire.” 

Every Latter-day Saint should have a desire, above all other things, 
that his life should proclaim the Truth, and that his life should 
be a teacher of the Truth, not only to the world, but especially to his 
own family. 

“The sceptre may fall from the despot’s grasp, 

When with winds of stem justice he copes, 

But the pillar of truth will endure to the last, 

And its firm-rooted bulwarks outstand the rude blast 
And the wreck of the fell tyrant’s hopes. 



